OHIOPYLE BOROUGH September 25, 2025
A regular meeting of the Ohiopyle Borough Council was held on Thursday, September 25, 2025, at the
Borough Building. The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. with the following in attendance:

Present: President Jessica Kruse
Vice President Conrad Hamather
Council Members: Pamela Kruse, Sara Cunningham, and Linda McCarty (Zoom)
Mayor Mark McCarty

Executive Session was held on September 10, 2025, from 10:00 a.m. to 10:37 a.m. to discuss the
Borough’s First Right of Refusal. No official action was taken.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion: Hamather, 2nd: P. Kruse to approve the minutes of the August 28, 2025, Meeting. Motion
passed.

APPROVAL OF CHECKS, WARRANTS & TRANSFERS

Motion: Cunningham, 2nd: Hamather to approve the payment of the following checks:

ST General 2233-2236 ST Water & Sewage 1814-1816 ST State Fund 1409-1410
Any other necessary transfers. Motion passed.

AUTHORIZE ADVERTISEMENT FOR 2026 PROPOSED BUDGET
Motion: Hamather: 2nd: L. McCarty to authorize advertisement the 2026 Proposed Budget for public
inspection by October 23, 2025. Motion passed.

AUTHORIZE ADVERTISEMENT FOR 2026 TAX MILLAGE
Motion: Hamather, 2nd: P. Kruse to authorize advertisement for 2026 Tax Millage Increase. Motion
passed.

CONSIDERATION OF QUOTES FOR TREE REMOVAL ON GRANT STREET
Motion: P. Kruse, 2nd: Cunningham to authorize Clark’s Tree Service to remove two trees on Grant
Street in the amount of $4,900.00. Motion passed.

DISUSSION ITEMS

OLD BUSINESS
STREET SIGNAGE
Conrad Hamather reported getting in contact with a sign company to get quotes.
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OLD BUSINESS continued

FIRST RIGHT OF REFUSAL

No new updates from Solicitor Lane Turturice. Mayor McCarty would like to schedule a meeting with
PA American and Indian Creek Valley Water Authority about Ohiopyle billing.

NEW BUSINESS

PARK DUMPSTER

Council and residents discussed potential options for contracting garbage pickup services for all
residents and businesses within the Borough. Concerns were raised regarding individuals disposing of
household trash in the dumpster located by the playground. Council clarified that this dumpster is
intended solely for park and public-use waste, not for residential or commercial garbage. Various
possible solutions were discussed including contracted collection service, additional signage, and
enforcement measures to prevent improper use.

TAX OPTIONS

Solicitor Turturice advised that developing additional revenue generators for the Borough will require
some advanced planning. He recommended that if Council was serious about pursuing new revenue
opportunities, a workshop should be scheduled specifically for that purpose so he can complete the
necessary research beforehand. He noted that he intends to review the Borough’s Amusement Tax
Ordinance, which had previously been questioned as to whether it remains in effect or was repealed

REPORTS

COUNCIL MEMBERS

Council reported that applications are being prepared to be sent to property owners regarding the Short-
Term Rental requirements outlined in Ordinance 1 of 2024. The ordinance requires all short-term rental
properties to obtain a permit. Letters will be mailed by mid-to-late October, and property owners will
have until December 31, 2025, to submit their application, required documentation, and the permit fee.

STEERING COMMITTEE

C. Hamather reported that approximately 60 people attended the community engagement event in
person, with an additional 20 participants joining via Zoom. A total of 243 surveys has been completed
to date and additional responses are still being received. He noted that the event was a great success and
provided an excellent opportunity for residents to come together and discuss Borough matters. He also
stated that the data from the surveys is currently being compiled and analyzed, and he will provide a
further update sometime after the December 6th meeting once the results are available.

WIDMER ENGINEERING

Mr. Kerry Bell completed a weight limit study on Grant, Sheridan, and Sherman Streets. Based on the
findings, the Borough Solicitor will draft ordinances pertaining to Road Bonds and Road Openings to
address potential impacts on Borough infrastructure.
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PUBLIC COMMENT

Jamie Hatcher spoke regarding the trash issues previously discussed by Council, as well as concerns
about homelessness within the Borough. She suggested that Council consider ways to address the matter
and possibly establish an Ordinance to help manage or prevent related issues in the future.

Lisa Mulcahy spoke regarding the process of addressing complaints, stating that she was pleased to see
issues being followed up at a subsequent meeting. She expressed appreciation for the open dialogue
between residents and Council, noting that it demonstrates the Borough’s commitment to listening to
community concerns. She also commented that while there are many good ideas being shared, there
remains a challenge within enforcement, and she encouraged Council to consider ways to strengthen
enforcement measures moving forward.

Amanda Love commented that the recent community engagement meeting was a positive experience and
appreciated by attendees. She noted that there is often limited communication regarding local events,
and many residents were unaware that the Burroughs festivals helped generate revenue to support the
Community Center fire department and the borough itself. She encouraged increased public
participation in Borough activities and community events. She also suggested improving outreach to
help residents better understand how these efforts benefit the community.

Mark Dinunno expressed interest in volunteering to assist with beautification efforts throughout the
Borough. He stated that he is willing to volunteer his time free of charge and would be happy to help
with planting flowers or other improvement projects as needed. Mark also inquired whether an
individual must be a legal resident of the Borough to run for a seat on borough council.

NEXT MEETING DATE
The next meeting for the Borough Council will be held on October 23, at 6:00 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion: Cunningham 2nd: P. Kruse to adjourn the meeting at 7:11 p.m. Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Lindsey Strack
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