OHIOPYLE BOROUGH August 28, 2025
A regular meeting of the Ohiopyle Borough Council was held on Thursday, August 28, 2025, at the
Borough Building. The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. with the following in attendance:

Present: President Jessica Kruse
Council Members: Pamela Kruse, and Sara Cunningham
Absent: Conrad Hamather/Linda McCarty / Mark McCarty

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion: P. Kruse, 2nd: Cunningham to approve the minutes of the July 24, 2025, Meeting. Motion
passed.

APPROVAL OF CHECKS, WARRANTS & TRANSFERS

Motion: P. Kruse, 2nd: Cunningham to approve the payment of the following checks:
ST General 2226-2231 ST Water & Sewage 1811-1813 ST State Fund 1408
Any other necessary transfers. Motion passed.

ALLOWING SHOP OWNERS TO PARK BEHIND THE FIRE STATION
Motion: P. Kruse, 2nd: Cunningham to table until the next meeting. Motion passed.

STREET CLOSURE FOR OHIOPYLE HOUSE CAFE HALLOWEEN FESTIVAL

Motion: P. Kruse, 2nd: Cunningham to authorize street closure for Sheridan Street between Ohiopyle
State Park’s entrances to the bike trail parking lots on October 31, 2025, from 10:00 a.m. to midnight.
Motion passed.

DISUSSION ITEMS

TREE REMOVAL ON GRANT STREET
Mr. Mark McCarty reported via email to the Secretary that another tree has come down. He requested
that bidders be contacted to adjust their bids accordingly.

WESBITE
Council discussed the need for direct access to website for the Secretary to make real-time updates.

STREET SIGNAGE
C. Hamather reported via email he was in the process of getting quotes.

BIOSWALE
Clean up will begin on September 2, 2025, and will end on September 5, 2025.
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FIRST RIGHT OF REFUSAL

Solicitor Turturice reported that he held a conference this week with the attorney for PA American Water
regarding the pending water authority transaction. He noted that the Borough has not been provided with
information directly from the water authority. However, through discussion with PA American Waters
counsel, he learned that the agreement apparel provided for Indian Creek to acquire the entire system,
with the exception of the Boroughs Water plant, which remains subject to the Boroughs, first right of
refusal. Under the proposed arrangement, Indian Creek would retain the water plant and grant PA
American Water an easement for its use. He further expressed his concern that this approach may
represent bad faith and advised Council to consider the seriousness of pursing enforcement of the first
right of refusal should they wish to take back the water plant.

ZONING OFFICER RFP
Council discussed a proposal received from McMillan Engineering. It was noted that additional
proposals and alternative options may also be sought before making a final decision.

GRANT WRITER - COUNTY LSA
Council decided not to forgo the grant funds awarded through the County Local Share Account (LSA)
for the Department of Transportation Project.

REPORTS

WIDMER ENGINEERING

Kerry Bell reported that the upcoming State Local Share Account (LSA) program offers funding
opportunities for projects up to one million dollars, with an application fee. Eligible projects include
building upgrades, equipment, storm sewer improvements, and other infrastructure needs. The program
does not cover payroll expenses. Mr. Bell encouraged the Borough to consider applying for any eligible
projects. He noted that while the Borough has a grant writer, his office could assist with providing
estimates or mapping as needed.

STEERING COMMITTEE

Eric Harder reported that their new Facebook page has gained followers. The group will hold an open
house on September 14", They meet weekly on Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. for short planning sessions. At
the upcoming open house, they plan to present several proposed solutions, hear input, and record
community concerns, with the goal of ensuring that when future steering committees are formed, the
wishes and priorities of residents are documented and respected.

PUBLIC COMMENT
No Public Comment

NEXT MEETING DATE
The next meeting for the Borough Council will be held on September 25, 2025, at 6:00 p.m.
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ADJOURNMENT
Motion: P. Kruse, 2nd: Cunningham to adjourn the meeting at 6:46 p.m. Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Lindsey Strack
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