OHIOPYLE BOROUGH APRIL 24, 2025
A regular meeting of the Ohiopyle Borough Council was held on Thursday, April 24 , 2025, at the
Borough Building. The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. with the following in attendance:

Present: President Jessica Kruse
Council Members: Pamela Kruse and Linda McCarty (Zoom)
Mayor: Mark McCarty (Zoom)

Absent: Vice President Conrad Hamather

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion: McCarty, 2nd: Cunningham, to approve the minutes of the March 27, 2025, Meeting. Motion
passed.

APPROVAL OF CHECKS, WARRANTS & TRANSFERS

Motion: P. Kruse, 2nd: Cunningham, to approve the payment of the following checks:
ST General 2162-2164 ST Water & Sewage 1732-1733 ST State Fund 1343
And any other necessary transfers. Motion passed.

NEW BUSINESS

RESOLUTION 1-2025
Motion: P. Kruse, 2nd: McCarty to approve Resolution 1-2025, Small Water and Sewage Grant Funding
for the Sewage Treatment Plan for $391,000.00 Motion passed.

REPORTS

COUNCIL MEMBERS

Mrs. Jessica Kruse and Mrs. Pamela Kruse have initiated a grassroots fundraising effort to support the
borough sewage treatment plant. Through their business Falls Market, they have collected
approximately $1,500.00 in donations over the past two weeks by prompting customers at the register to
contribute via an on-screen request. They acknowledged the largest single contribution received was for
Mr. Chris Baggott and the amount of $1,500.00. They plan to encourage additional support from local
businesses by posting about the effort on social media. Additionally, Mrs. Linda McCarty suggested
incorporating a bar code on an informal sign as a convenient method for the public to donate; an
approach intended to broaden outreach and ease of contribution. J. Kruse and P. Kruse have expressed
their intent to formally donate the collected funds to the borough for the sewage treatment plant project
and to continue encouraging community and business involvement.



REPORTS ~continued-~

COUNCIL MEMBERS

J. Kruse mentioned that the Borough recently met with Senator Stefano regarding the ongoing need for
funding to support the sewage treatment plant. The Senator expressed support and agreed to investigate
alternative funding sources. Mr. Mark McCarty advised that the Borough’s best course of action may be
to resubmit a previous grant application submitted through Congressman Guy Reschenthaler’s office
and to initiate further dialogue with DCNR. P. Kruse reported speaking with Linda Box from the
McKenna Foundation, who suggested contacting Cindy Dunn, Secretary of DCNR, and requesting a
meeting to explore funding solutions. However, Mr. Chris Houck of DCNR advised that all
communications intended for Cindy Dunn should be sent to him directly, as that is the standard process.
P. Kruse and Mr. Houck had a discussion regarding this process, and P. Kruse emphasized that writing
directly to Cindy Dunn may still be necessary due to the urgency of the issue and past inaction.

Mr. Houck recommended that the Borough regroup internally to clarify its goals, and add more detail to
its funding request to move the process forward. He expressed confusion over which grants the Borough
is currently pursuing and how much funding is being requested. P. Kruse expressed frustration that the
issue has been discussed for over 20 years without a clear resolution and emphasized that the Borough
has been actively reaching out to alternative funding avenues due to the lack of sustained assistance
from DCNR. She noted that while DCNR had previously met with the Borough, those discussions
stopped in the fall, although the Borough has continued its efforts independently. J. Kruse added that
Borough’s grant reporter had previously contacted Cindy Dunn for a letter of support but had not
received a response. She asked Mr. Houck to follow up with Cindy Dunn to facilitate that letter. P. Kruse
also asked Mr. Houck for his recommendation for moving forward. He requested more clarity on what
exactly the Borough is asking for in terms of funding amount and scope, and what the intent of a future
meeting would be. J. Kruse responded that the Borough is seeking funding support and guidance on
available grant opportunities. She referenced Ken Bisbee, who had previously indicated potential for
securing funding for the sewage treatment plant and even a possible combination of sewage systems
between the Borough and the park. She is obliged to send an additional follow-up email to DCNR
providing clarification on the grants the Borough has applied for, funding amounts requested, and steps
already taken to resolve the issue.

K2 ENGINEERING - No Report
WIDMER ENGINEERING — No Report

STEERING COMMITTEE REPORT

Mrs. Chris Herring stated that she, Eric, and Conrad have had ongoing discussions concerning the
Borough'’s efforts to seek financial assistance for the sewage treatment plant. Mr. Eric Harder said that
his organization may have resources and avenues of support available, and they discussed several
potential ways in which they could assist the Borough in addressing the situation. Mrs. P. Kruse stated
that she is available to set up a call this week to review the contacts she has already reached out to
regarding funding for the Sewage Treatment Plant. She offered to share additional leads and provide
further information from the independent outreach efforts that have been pursued.



DISUSSION ITEMS

BIOSWALES

The Borough received its first quote for bioswale maintenance from McMullen’s Lawn Care, the same
company currently handling the mowing in the Borough. The quote totals $8,225 and includes services
to:

e Clean out lake fabric
e Spread river rock
e Maintain all bioswales in the Borough

J. Kruse suggested that this quote could be shared publicly via social media to inform residents and
potentially receive feedback or additional vendor interest.

P. Kruse asked Council whether it wishes to pursue additional quotes or move forward with the current
one from McMullen’s. No final decision was made at this time, and discussion will continue.

TREE REMOVAL ON GRANT STREET

Mr. McCarty was asked if any additional quotes had been obtained for the tree removal project on Grant
Street. He responded that only one quote had been received so far, and he had not followed up on others
yet. The council acknowledged the need for additional quotes and agreed to move on to the next agenda
item in the meantime.

WATER PLANT — RIGHT OF FIRST REFUSAL

Discussion turned to the Borough'’s right of first refusal concerning the sale of the Indian Creek Valley
Water Authority to American Water. Questions were raised about the status of the sale process.

Mr. Harder and Miss Sarah Thomas, an attorney with the Mountain Watershed Association, provided an
update. Sarah explained that:

e The Indian Creek Valley Water Authority board has voted to move forward with the draft Asset
Purchase Agreement.

o Both Saltlick Township and Springfield Township have also agreed to the draft agreement.

o The next stage involves PUC (Public Utility Commission) review and approval, which is a
detailed and lengthy process and could take up to a year.

Miss Thomas noted that, to date, the Borough’s right of first refusal has not yet been formally exercised.
A written statement of the Borough’s intent to exercise that right should be sufficient to initiate the
process.



DISCUSSION ITEMS ~ continued~
WALKWAY ART

P. Kruse provided an update on a potential community walkway art project in coordination with Lindsey
Gates from Touchstone Center for Crafts. P. Kruse also contacted individuals involved in a similar
project which was completed in one day. The total cost of that project was approximately $2,000, with a
significant portion of materials donated, and the painting was completed by volunteers.

Ms. Kruse noted that, if pursued, this project would require coordination with Lindsey Gates to:
e Line up participating artists
e Set a coordinated workday for community involvement

o Ensure materials, especially purple paint, are available (donation opportunities are being
explored)

If successful, the Borough may consider future mural projects in other locations to further enhance
public spaces.

PUBLIC COMMENT — No Public Comment

CORRESPONDENCE
Motion: McCarty, 2nd: P. Kruse to approve the request for Street Closures on May 30, 2025, from 4:30
p.m.. to May 31, 2025, at 7;00 p.m. for the Wine Festival.

e Lincoln Street from Grant to Parkview.
e Sherman Street

PUBLIC COMMENT
Lisa Mulcahy — Public commented declined, as the matter had already been addressed during the
meeting.

NEXT MEETING DATE
The next meeting for the Borough Council will be held on May 22, 2025, at 6:00 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion: McCarty, 2nd: Cunningham to adjourn the meeting at 6:40 p.m. Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Lindsey Strack
Secretary



