
OHIOPYLE BOROUGH 
STEERING COMMITTEE 

 
Meeting Minutes 

 

 
May 15, 2024 

 
Call to Order 
 The video meeting was called to order at 7:04pm. 
 
Approval Of Minutes 
 The meeting minutes from April 2024 were reviewed.  Changes were offered 
and approved with changes. 
 
Business 
 

1. Solicitor, Lane Turturice, Esq. was hired to be the Borough’s Solicitor.  
Council is bringing him up to speed.  Lane requested the Borough’s 
ordinances and resolutions.  Immediate goals are to discuss changing 
sewer rates, property taxes, and creation of a burn ordinance which 
creates an inspection process for fire pits and that all fire pits have to be 
contained. 

 
2. Grant Writer was hired—Aspire Grants.  Aspire Grants is run by Michelle 

Beener.  The website is www.aspiregrants.com.  Ms. Beener completed a 
grant application in May supported by various letters from local elected 
leaders who voiced their support for Ohiopyle to get a grant for the 
proposed sewer expansion project.  Ms. Beener did a good job and was 
very efficient.  Discussion by the Steering Comm. focused on developing a 
pipeline of grants and grant applications using Ms. Beener and her 
company.  The goal is to get a list of priorities from Council and 
investigate costs so grant applications can be submitted. 

 
Conrad spoke to a Commissioner for Fayette County and concluded that 
Ohiopyle had high political support for their grant application. 
 
There was no update from Widmer Engineering about the grant for which 
they applied. 

 
3. Nemacolin Charities Special Giving—Nemacolin voiced support to help 

Ohiopyle in many ways.  Nemacolin would be willing to support the 
Borough with volunteer work from employees like a day of giving where 
employees could earn paid time off by volunteering to help Ohiopyle with 
landscaping etc.  Nemacolin also said possibilities for giving could involve 
the sewage treatment plant, trash cans, update community park, road 
repair, sidewalk creation and repair, bioswale improvement and 
maintenance. 

 
 

http://www.aspiregrants.com/
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4. Alicia Slade gave an update on the finished work of the technology 
updating the Borough did and that a file structure is now in place to more 
easily organize future Borough business.  Each member of Borough 
Council and the mayor have a government email address which is active. 
 

5. State Park Boater Change House—a flow meter has been installed.  The 
open date for the change house is not known.  DCNR visitor center sewage 
plant is always broken causing the waste to flow into the Borough system. 

 
6. Borough Business 

a. Land Swap—Land was exchanged between the Borough and DCNR.  
DCNR got land by the river which was not able to be developed.  
Borough received land above and around Blaine Street zoned 
residential for future development. 

b. Borough sold its water to Indian Creek.  Indian Creek still does the 
Borough’s sewer billing.  Indian Creek was attempting to sell the 
land that was also sold to it by the Borough when the water rights 
were sold.  Indian Creek was in discussions with a private water 
company to which to sell the land along the river formerly owned 
by the Borough.  The private water company was going to take out 
millions of gallons of water from the river and resell it.  The 
permits were not approved due to local groups objecting to it. 

c. Wine Festival is set for June 1, 2024. 
d. Retired DCNR Ohiopyle State Park Manager, Ken Bisbee to be 

honored with an award from the Borough. 
 

7. New Business:  No reports were provided. 
 

8. The next Steering Committee virtual meeting is scheduled for June 19, 
2024 at 7:00pm.  This meeting was canceled as part of a summer recess 
for the Steering Committee. 

 
9. A motion to adjourn was made by Sughrue, seconded by Little, and was 

passed unanimously.  
 
 


